
•• INFANT Inspiration
Baby’s Talking Milestones
Your baby cries to be held, fed or changed. At 1 to 2 months, 
your baby will show delight by cooing, blowing bubbles and 
making “raspberry” sounds. From 6 to 12 months, babies start 
babbling and may jabber in way that sounds like speech. 
Jabbering helps babies practice the rhythm, sounds and flow of 
their language. Your baby’s speaking vocabulary will expand to 
about 20 words in the 12- to 18-month age range.

•• PRESCHOOL Power
The Chatterbox Stage!
At age 3, children should be able to speak clearly in simple sentences, 
string several words together, choose the right words from a growing 
vocabulary and follow two-part requests.

By age 4, kids should be able to speak clearly in more complex 
sentences that even strangers can understand and follow more 
complex commands. They also should be able to identify colors, shapes 
and letters, as well as understand the concept of time.

•• TODDLER Tales
Growing Vocabulary
Kids who are 19-24 months old understand simple commands 
and questions. Around your child’s second birthday, they will 
begin using simple two- to four-word sentences and singing 
simple tunes. Two-year-olds should know at least 50 words.
Between the ages of 2 and 3 years, kids start using pronouns 
like “I,” “me” and “you.” They know about 200-300 words and 
add about one word a day to their vocabulary. These are just 
general guidelines – every child develops language skills at a 
different rate!

Weave Reading Into Your Summer Activities

One of the best things you can do to raise a 
reader is to be one yourself! Reading, and writing 
letters and lists, show children that reading and 
writing are useful. Here are some more things you 
can do this summer to encourage reading:

• Set aside a consistent time each day for 
reading aloud.

• Connect read-aloud choices to summer 
activities. Read your child a book about the beach 
before or after a beach trip. Discussing their 
experiences helps kids learn vocabulary and extends their understanding.

• Check out summer programs at your local public library and bookstores.

• Look at letters and words as you enjoy summer activities. When you take walks, point out 
stop signs and letters in street signs. At the pool, read the pool rules. Let your child draw and 
write with chalk on the sidewalk.

• Take books on outings.

June: Week 2
Reading/Literacy

“Great books help you 
understand, and they help you 

feel understood.”
– John Green


